The [ nvironment as an

[~ ducational SPace

Thc Phi]osophg of Bcar Fark Ccntres is
based on the New an]ancl Ear]g
Chi!c”‘:oocl Curricu]um~ Te Whaariki, with a

strong insPirationa! influence from the
educational Phi]osophg of chgio Emi!ia, in
]ta!g‘ Bg ama]gamating these Phi!osophies
we commit to empower cach child as we co-
construct ]caming theories, ac‘mow]cclgc
cach child as individual and uniquc, and
recognise the integra! part that
Fami]g/whanau and the wider commum’tg P]ag,
in the lives of the child. We value the
imPortancc of reciProca! and resPonsivc
re]ationships between chi!clren, tcachcrs,

Fami]g/whanau and the commum’tg‘

]n cloing this we strong!y believe the
environment, often referred to as “Thc
Thircl Tcachcr”, has an integra! role to P]ag‘
T herefore we have a]wags been aware of the
imPortancc of the various spaces and its
organisation, and of the visibi]itg of the space

and those who live in it.

We continuous!g cliscuss, moclhcg and reflect
upon our unclcrstanclings as we view the
environment as a !ivir\g space, a space for the
ongoing education of the community. Put
what do we mean by !iving spaces, spaces

that house an eclucatir\g commum’tg? Thcre
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is no one simplc clmcinition, but it means
making rchrencc to the va]ucs that we relate

to the environment here in Bear Park.

Creating a sense of bc]onging for the
]carning commum’tg is first and foremost. We
asPirc to ensure our environments reflect the
various cultures & ethnicities that make our
centre um’quc‘ Thcsc spaces reflect shared
values and asPirations for all chi]clrer\,
tcachcrs, Fami]g/whanau and the wider

commum’ty‘

We view our environments as a space that
holds an eclucatir\g commum’ty, a space that
derives its qua!itg and signhcicancc from the
PCOPIC within it. ]t is a great interweaving of
re]ationships made of objccts, Fumishings,
architccturc, soft structures (!ights, sour\cls,
atmosphercs), but above all how these
clements relate with and reflect the Pcop]c in
the space, both children and adults.

(areat thought is taken in Preparing the
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!agout of the c!assroom, as is the value P!acccl
on re!ationships, and the interaction of
children in small groups. We need to ensure
the environment is set up to promote
cxchangc in small groups, and therefore
Provicling Possibi]itics for children to listen to
othcrs; ask qucstions, and create an
imPortant culture of clia]oguc‘ We also
understand the imPortancc of the individual
chi]cl, and the individual identities that make
children um’quc‘ We believe P]anning
Pcrsor\a] and Pcrsona]isccl spaces are cqua”g

imPortant

We take great Priclc in the materials in which
we use, and as tcachcrs, we research the
Possibi]itics before P!acing these into the
environment. Whi!c aesthetics P]ag avery
imPortant role in initia”g enticing children into
an area/sPacc, it is the materials and the
resources, which Provoi(e thinking; encourage
qucstioning; and fosters clia]oguc‘

Bcar Fark centre environments, value the use
of oPcr\~enclccl materia]s, and limit cquipmcnt
with Preclctcrminccl outcomes. We aim
instead to Proviclc awide range of resources,
inc!ucling a strong presence of natural and
recgc]ccl materials. Thcsc types of materials
offer enormous Possibi!ities, and encourage
the desire to pose qucstions, Provoicc
investigation, and enhance creative

cxprcssior\‘

This year all Bear Park centres have made a
commitment through a shared Focus, as to
how we can enhance our awareness about
environmental issues and sustainabi]itg‘ ]r\

cloing this we aim to further cxP]orC the value
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and Potcr\tia! of recgc]ccl and natural
materia]s, within our E_clucationa] context.
We continue to reflect on how we utilise
materia]s, Proposing new ways to co-exist
with our environment. We look forward to
]carning more a!ongsiclc the chi]clren, about
how to resPcct natural and recgc]ccl
materia]s, as an cxPrcssive !anguagc and a

tool for learn ing‘

“Onc way to rediscover our own creative

impulscs is to see Possibi!itics in materials.
Chi]clrcr\ possess a natural openness to the
Potcr\tia! of materials. thn adults become
aware of this process, thcy find ways to
watch and listen to the children. Chi]clrcr\ and
adults become collaborators as thcy
Cliscovcr, co”cct, sort, arrange, exPerimcnt,
create, construct, and think with materials.
Thc goa] is to allow children to become
fluent with materials- as if materials were a
]anguagc"’

(ToPa], C W.&l. Ganclir\i: i 999)

Both indoor and outdoor environments are
clcsignccl to be chib]c, thus open to
modification. We believe that children are
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the central focus and are constant!g cvo!ving‘
With this in mincl, itis casy to see how the
space cannot be Prc~P]armccl or pre~
Packagccl, but we can to some extent define
it. Thc ]carning environment must be amiab!c,
inviting, able to Proviclc orientation, to
stimu!atc, to Protcct, to encourage rescarch,
a space that is able to renew itschc, to
account for what actua”y takes P]acc and
transform itself accorcling to the stimuli

Proviclccl }33 children and adults.

Anothcr core asPcct is the idea of the
environment as a P]acc that ho]cls, testifies to,
and documents the memory, the traces of the
educational exPericncc‘ Thc documentation
is a historical and affective memory viewed as
aprocess, as a seed for future clcvc]opmcnt,
for moving bcyoncl the past and Prcparing to
embrace the future. ]t high]ights the
processes of the cxPcricncc and iclcas, of
children !iving, ]carning and workir\g a]ongsiclc

others throughout the ]caming community‘
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Hcre are some qucstions, that we encourage
you to take the time to reflect on, when
reviewing the environment and the

educational space:

]s the environment a space that
communicates? That sPca‘cs many different
]anguages’? That recognises and gives value
to differences? Ancl can guarantee the
encounter with others and otherness

(intcrre]ations)?

]s ita space that communicates a sense of
be]onging, and reflects and gives value to the
commum’tg of learners within (chi!clren,

teachers, families/whanau?)

Avre the resources & cquipmcnt setup ina
PurPoscFul and Provocativc way to
encourage a sense of wor\clcr, curiositg,

inclcpcnclcncc and cha”cngc’?

Avre chi]clrer\, tcachcrs, and Fami!ies/whanau
clcvc]oping a clccpcr awareness, regarcling
the Potcr\tia! of natural and rccgc]ccl
materials within our educational context?
Are we rcsPccting natural and rccgc]ccl

materials as an cxPrcssivc !anguagc’?
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